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TLBC Mourns Pastor Hugh Smith and Looks to Build on his Legacy
by Judy Lyons

Pastor Hugh Smith served as pastor of Twin Lakes Baptist Church for 22 years. He loved God, his family,
his church family, and Ole Miss football. 

Church organist Mary Ann Sones stated “Hugh Smith, a man after God’s own 
heart, was an inspiration to all who knew him…. he was a shepherd, pastor, 
preacher, and friend to all. Loving people and life were his trademarks. His 
memory will remain in our hearts forever.”

Deacon Lewis Deel and his wife Frankie describe Brother Hugh’s influence on 
their lives. “When we first moved to Twin Lakes years ago, we were going to a 
small seed church that met in a school cafeteria. It did not succeed, so as we 
were looking for a new church home, we met with Bro. Hugh.  We instantly 
knew that Twin Lakes would be our new church home.  He made you feel 
welcome and you could see God working through him to lead us here.  I 
believe that God puts certain people in your path to lead you closer to him.  

Bro. Hugh was a living angel that helped us grow in our relationship with Christ.  You could see his faith 
and closeness to God.  It made you want to be a part of it.”

Long-time member Stanley Coring recalls “Every Sunday morning in the church entrance way Hugh and I
would always discuss the Saturday football games. He was an avid Ole Miss fan and I a Miss State fan. 
We sort of kept a running total on which team won that weekend. He and I would discuss the good plays 
and the bad plays for each team.  We usually just laughed a lot because both teams had lost.  We just 
kept on saying ‘Well, next year!’”

Many churches fall apart when a pastor leaves or dies. All indications are the opposite for TLBC. The 
church has no debt and both attendance and donations remain consistent. Several members have 
stepped up to preach on some Sundays, in addition to bringing in preachers from other churches for 
other Sundays. Head deacon, Scott Jones, is covering pastoral duties. Scott is a licensed minister and is 
able to perform baptisms, weddings, funerals, etc., in addition to preaching, visiting members, and 
organizing administrative tasks. A pastor search committee is being elected. The typical search for a 
Baptist pastor takes 18-24 months. 

Last fall, the church had authorized creation of a new full-time position, Children and Youth Director. We 
are excited that Caroline Simpson has joined TLBC in that role with a Bachelor Social Work degree/minor
in Christian Ministry from Mississippi College. Prior to coming to TLBC, Caroline completed a year-long 
internship in children’s ministry at Grace City Church in Jackson, following a two-year internship at First 
Baptist Church of Clinton. In addition to coordinating activities for children, youths and their families, 
Caroline is overseeing various outreach activities and TLBC’s online presence. 

The Helping Hands ministry is ready to gear up post-COVID and post-winter. Helping Hands is the 
program in which church members go into the community to do projects for neighbors who are disabled 
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or otherwise unable to do the task. We have moved furniture, cleaned up overgrown roadways or lots, 
done minor home repairs, etc. The aim is to bring the love of Christ into the community in a tangible way.

Building on the solid foundation that Hugh Smith and church supporters have built to date, TLBC is 
looking to reach even more people and serve the church body and broader community in new ways. To 
God be the glory!

Twin Lakes Garbage Pick Up 
by Kay French

Lake Cavalier hosted the bi-yearly Garbage Pick Up for the Twin Lakes on April 2.  Countless bags were 
collected all along Coker Road and Lake Cavalier Road.  The area in the back of Bridgewater along 
Livingston/Lake Cavalier Road also coordinated with us to make a big clean stretch!
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A BIG THANK YOU to all who planted Daffodil bulbs, donated by Bill Jones.  Your 
labors made for a beautiful spring at Lake Lorman.



UPDATE ON THE DAM WORK
by Diane Pumphrey

Lake Lorman is a beautiful place to live and enjoy the wonders of nature. Because of the failures of dams
in the past with resultant damage to property, the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) has authority to classify, monitor and control dams. As required by the MDEQ, Lake Lorman’s 
dams are inspected by a registered professional engineer every five years. The MDEQ requires that an 
emergency action plan be in place should a dam fail.

After the 2018 inspection, on October 4, 2019, MDEQ found that there was
inadequate spillway capacity. They mandated that all impoundments be able
to handle a 1” per hour rainfall for 24 hours with a runoff of 1” per hour of rain.
Since initial construction of the Lake Lorman dam and outflow, the dam has
naturally settled to a lower height in places which makes it inadequate for
MDEQ’s guidelines. Failure to comply with the MDEQ mandate could result in
fines, a mandatory lowering of the lake level or as a final, last resort,
destruction of the dam.

Our dam system consists of the dam and four outflow possibilities. These
include a passive water outflow pipe, a drainage valve at the base of the
dam, a secondary overflow pipe at the Dickinson’s house and an emergency
spillway at the Patrick’s house.

After learning about the MDEQ requirements, we hired two private
engineering firms to look at the situation and evaluate our system. This
included a hydrology study on the capacity of the dam. Engineers Bill Colson
and Ron McMaster’s recommendation at the time was to raise the height of
the dam, which would allow the current outflows to remove excess water as
originally designed. Bill’s firm, Aqua Engineering, prepared the plan to
present to MDEQ and this plan was approved by MDEQ on April 7, 2021.
MDEQ has required that the work be completed by November, 2022.

The Board obtained three bids for the work as approved by MDEQ. The
engineering firm provided that to fix the issues addressed by MDEQ required
that fill dirt be added to the top of the dam and down the back of the dam.
This will bring the height of the dam up to the specifications required by MDEQ. The dirt needed to take 
care of this is 5,300 cubic yards of dirt. The work will be overseen by Ron McMaster, our lake engineer 
since Bill Colson’s retirement last year.

After much consideration and discussion with residents, Lake Lorman’s attorney and our engineers, the 
Board signed off on the contract with Jacob Sartain for the work needed on the dam at the cost of 
$195,000.00. The work should begin soon after a delay due to the weather. The dirt for the dam will be 
obtained from the property right behind the dam which will avoid traffic on our roads.

In order to pay for the dam work, the Board has obtained a line of credit from BankFirst should it be 
needed. This was considered to be the best solution to pay for this much needed and required work. The 
Board would like to thank Milton Jenkins and his team for their work with the engineers, the MDEQ and 
others to come up with a viable plan to bring our dam within the guidelines required by MDEQ.
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Bob Mills, chairman of 
lakes and dams 
committee, and Lilly letting
water out of the lake after 
a couple of heavy rainfalls 
last month.



Lake Graduates

Shelby Andress, daughter of Scott and Karla Andress, is graduating this 
month from the University of Alabama with a B.S.N. (Bachelor of Science 
degree in nursing).

Barry Dickerson has two granddaughters graduating from high school in
May. 

Leah Chrismond of Lake Worth, Arkansas is
graduating from Washington Academy with a 4.0
average.  She will be attending Ole Miss in the fall. 

Olivia Dickerson graduates from Gautier, where
she finished 8th out of 198 graduates.  Olivia plans
to attend Mississippi State and has been selected to play in the Maroon Band.

Cooper Chaplain graduates from St. Joseph Catholic High School this
month. He was captain of the St. Joe Bruins baseball team this year and an
all-state and all-district player in his high school career. He was also named
all-district player again this year. Cooper has committed to playing baseball 
at Meridian Community College and will join the MCC Eagles this fall. A good
student, he is an avid hunter and golfer. 
His parents are Chris and Laurie Chaplain and his grandparents are Lucky
and B.J. Chaplain. 
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Casey Chinn Hawes is completing her general surgical residency in Macon, Georgia.  She will be 
returning to Jackson to work at Lakeland Surgical Clinic.  Casey is the daughter of Cathy and Mark 
Chinn.

The Chinns’ son Conley graduates this month from Belmont University with a degree in pre-med and 
plans to attend medical school.  Conley was an All-Conference basketball player, carried a 4.0 average 
over five years at Belmont, and was a two time selection to the Academic All America Team.

Dave and Gena Dear’s son Dalton Rhys Dear graduates from Bowdoin College this spring. He will be 
working for a Fintech company in Boston after graduation.

Selah Ferguson, granddaughter of Mary Ford and John Gordon Roach, 
graduates from Jackson Prep this month and will attend Ole Miss.  Selah played
soccer and managed the basketball team.  She is receiving the service honor 
cord for her many hours of community service.  Her parents are Mary Helen and
Fred Ferguson of Madison.

Blake Mills graduates this month from the University of Mississippi with a
major in psychology and a double minor is biology and chemistry.  He plans
to attend veterinary school.  Blake enjoys fishing and wakeboarding. He is
the son of Bob and Michelle Mills.  

Lake Lorman Utility District
by Don Seagrove

An inspection of the Lake Lorman Utility District was conducted by the State Board of Health on 4/20/22. 
We received an overall rating of 5 out of a possible 5.  This was due to the hard work of Mary Ann Sones,
Linda McCraw, Woody Holt and Gram Hopkins.  Next time you see them tell them thank you.

Effective immediately the Utility District has a website.  You can log on to LakeLormanUtility.com and 
follow instructions.  You can sign up for alerts, make payments, report breaks and problems.  This will 
enhance our operating capacity.  We hope you will find it very useful.
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March, 2022
Inspired by Mary Ford Roach and John Gordon Roach

Why are the LBJs so hard to understand, and how many of them are there?  Trust us, this is an 
apolitical question, having nothing to do with the 36th President of the United States of America (LBJ) nor 
his wife, former first lady (also LBJ…Lady BIRD Johnson, hat’s off to the nursemaid who derived that 
nickname, which, by the way, Lady Bird used on her Marriage license)!   All birders struggle with the LBJs
—“little brown jobs”.  These are the varieties of small birds that are, you guessed it, brown, and the bane 
of existence of many a student of ornithology.  Here, we will give you a few tips on how to distinguish 
LBJs from each other, starting with the oldest trick in the book: simplify, simplify, simplify.  Lake Lorman’s 
location in the middle of the State (and not along the coast, where there are so many LBJs it is mind-
boggling) makes this an easier task, as does our purpose: to help us learn about the birds we see around
our lake.  

To simplify, we will restrict our comments here to the most common LBJs we observe at Lake 
Lorman, including year-round residents and winter-only residents.  These include the Carolina Wren, 
Chipping Sparrow and House Finch (female), which are year-round residents, as well as the White-
Throated Sparrow and Purple Finch (female), which are winter residents.

When identifying any bird, there are a few key patterns to recognize: color (the need for which is 
obviated here, as all of these are brown!); size (again, all of the birds we discuss here are “little”, but that 
being a relative term, it is good to consider); shape; and field markings. Behavior is also an excellent 
indicator, but a bit more than we want to deal with here.  As for size, the LBJs are typically 5 to 7 inches 
in length beak tip to tail tip, so the body is even smaller, about 3 inches for some, a little more for others.  
The most defining characteristics for distinguishing our LBJs will thus be the shape of the bird and the 
markings of the bird.

Getting a good feel for the silhouettes of birds is a major step toward identifying them.  For 
example, wrens have tails that point upward; this is the best way to identify a wren.  Sparrows and 
finches are more similar to each other.  Note the sparrow in the silhouette below is a stockier bird and 
that its posture is rotated more forward, its tail closer to parallel to the ground; this is because sparrows 
are typically ground feeders.  They will scratch on the ground and hop a bit as they forage.  Finches, on 
the other hand, are slightly more lean, with a posture that is more upright and rotated more toward the 
tail.  This is because finches typically perch or feed from low-lying stalks and grasses rather than on the 
ground, and the tail points more downward to balance the bird.

 

Distinguishing between birds with similar silhouettes requires a bit more work, which is where field 
markings come in.  There exists a wide variety of field markings from beak shape to tail shape and 
everything in-between; for our purposes we will give you the field markings that help distinguish the LBJs 
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we’ve chosen above.  Note also that for some birds, it is the female that is brown (or the male in non-
breeding plumage); dimorphic males are much more easily identified and are shown here along with the 
more confounding LBJs.

The images below show some of the most distinguishing marks for our group of LBJs.  The 
Carolina wren has a bold white eye stripe and long, curved beak (and females and males have the same 
markings and colors).  The White-throated sparrow has, you guessed it…a white throat!  Note also the 
stripes on the head of both the male and female.  In contrast, the female House finch is smaller, has no 
head stripes, no throat patch, a thinner beak, and bold stripes on its chest and belly.  The most difficult of 
the birds below to distinguish are the House finch and the Purple finch.  The Purple finch is larger, males 
are more boldly colored than male House finches, and both the male and female Purple finch have a 
stripe above the eye and below the cheek.  It is these stripes that we use for a clear identification if the 
two are not side-by-side for a size comparison.  Finally, one of our small sparrows, the Chipping sparrow, 
has a red-brown cap and a black eyeline. The “chippy” is much smaller than the White-throated sparrow, 
smaller even than the House finch.

This is certainly not a comprehensive list of all the LBJs we see around Lake Lorman, and there 
are several more sparrows (particularly the Song sparrow), at least one more wren (a Winter wren), and 
one more finch (the American goldfinch-- not brown!) that we observe at our feeders and around our 
property.  We hope that those of you who have wondered about these “little brown jobs” will find that you 
can identify some of the more common ones in your own yards!  You can go to allaboutbirds.org for more
information on many of these birds (most of the images below were taken from this website).

Bird Alert:  Bill Banks says that his Purple Martins have returned (as of this writing, 03/06/2022)!
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As Our Lake Community Grows We Welcome Our New Neighbors
by Kay French

We welcome two new families to Lorman Lane!
 Stephanie and Scott Day recently purchased 130 Lorman Lane.  
What brought you to Lake Lorman?

Scott and I had discussed a place to get away with our family and had 
considered looking at a beach spot.  However, we didn’t want to be 
away from church each weekend and it is hard to travel with pets and 
responsibilities.  I happened upon the listing for the lake house and we
went to see it the same day.  It is a great location and had so much 
potential.  Plus, one of our sons was looking for a temporary place to 
live and it worked well for that, too.  We love heading out for an 
afternoon of family time and spending time together.  

What are your favorite activities, both on and off the lake?
All of the guys in our family love to fish, particularly my sweet daddy 
who recently retired from preaching after 35+ years.  The large 
screened porch makes for wonderful nights by the fire and excellent 

picnics and cookouts.  Scott enjoys biking and looks forward to riding from the lake house and exploring 
the area.

Tell me a little about your family.  Pets?
Scott and I have been married for almost 30 years and have 3 grown sons-Jed, Will, and Jack.  We have 
4 dogs-2 pugs, 1 chi weenie, and a golden retriever. 

What is your favorite thing about living at Lake Lorman?
We don’t currently live there, but can certainly foresee moving there in the future.  Our son, Will, lives 
there right now and says it never gets old to wake up and see the beautiful view and all of the different 
types of wildlife on the lake.  Our neighbors have been so friendly, too!

Bill and Susie Grothe are loving their new home on Lorman Lane.

We are so happy to be on Little Lake Lorman!  It was always a dream
to have a lake home. But we didn’t realize how much we would love 
it!  

Our son, Gabe Grothe along with Claire and our grand kids Olive and
Rayne live around the corner and are the reason why we are here.

Bill works for Converge and Susie is a retired Interpreter for the deaf. 

8

Stepanie and Scott Day family

Susie and Bill Grothe



The Pets of Lake Lorman

**It’s good to be loved by a dog**  Submitted by Pete and Nancy Mills

Many times over, we have heard that Lake Lorman is a special place and we know this to be absolutely 
true. But why - The fishing? The Sunsets? The People? Or, is our well kept secret our pets and how 
much our pets love us.  We see pets of all kinds, cats basking in the sun
and dogs looking over the bow of boats, on paddle boards, running,
walking and “pulling” owners along our roads. A pet that appears to be lost
or simply wandering is quickly sheltered and found a home. Lucky is any
animal who ventures through Lake Lorman.

Not long after we moved here, we had to say goodbye to our 15 year old
lab/retriever, Charlie. Our initial thinking was he would be our last pet and
we would selfishly enjoy the freedom of caring only for ourselves. But, we
saw our neighbors having such fun boating, running, paddling and playing
with their “creatures” - we became weak. Despite the warnings of how
challenging and confining it is to raise a puppy, we began our hunt for the
perfect pooch. 

His name is Max, short for Maximus
Decimus Meridius, the main character
in “The Gladiator”. He is a small
Bernese Mountain Doodle, mostly
doodle, that might reach 25 pounds of
black shaggy hair and a white goatee.
He has wickedly razor sharp puppy teeth and claws that cannot be 
dulled. Constantly in motion, he can chew through any “pet proof” toy, 
shoe, lead rope and rails on bar stools. We go to sleep and wake 
when he is ready, and not before or after. Our conversations revolve 
around what and where Max eats, poops and pees. We rush home to 
let him out and he heads straight outside to relieve himself. Because 
he gets treats for going outside, instead of on our floor, he has 
perfected “fake peeing”  to get a treat. We were slow to catch on to 
this trick.

Max is always at our feet and with us almost everywhere we go. Our 
plan to leisurely enjoy relaxing, reading, napping, paddling, or boating 
has been upstaged by a ball of fur. Yes, we blame this canine 
interruption on our neighbors who made it look so fun and easy to be 

pet owners at Lake Lorman. Well, it hasn’t been easy, but definitely is fun. It truly is good to be loved by a
dog. Max will see you on the lake. Look for the small black shaggy dog at the bow of our boat telling us 
which way to go.

***Our newsletter wants to share stories about your pet(s), past or present. Let Pete Mills know you have 
a pet story to tell. petemills@lakelormanms.com
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As many of you have probably noticed, groceries have gotten more 
expensive – especially meat. There is no better time to move towards
“plant forward” cooking!

If you still want to enjoy something that feels a bit heartier, this recipe 
lends itself to the addition of grilled chicken or some fish/shrimp on 
the side.

We love it because it stays fresh for several days in the fridge and 
actually gets better with time.

Kale Radicchio Salad with Farro
Adapted from Run Fast, Eat Slow cookbook by Shalane Flanagan and Elise Kopecky

Ingredients
• ½ cup extra-virgin olive oil
• ⅓ cup lemon juice
• 2 to 3 cloves minced garlic
• 2 teaspoons white miso paste (such as Miso Master Organic Mellow White Miso)
• ½ teaspoon fine sea salt
• ¼ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• 1 large bunch kale, stems removed and finely chopped
• 1 small head radicchio, quartered, cored, and cut crosswise into thin strips (can substitute red 

cabbage)
• 1  cup grated Parmesan cheese
• 1 cup toasted chopped walnuts
• 3 cups cooked farro (such as Bob's Red Mill Organic Farro)

How to Make It:
Step 1
Make the Lemon-Miso Dressing: combine oil, lemon juice, garlic, miso, salt, and pepper in a glass jar 
with a lid. Use a fork to stir in the miso, the shake vigorously to emulsify. 

Step 2
Assemble the salad: toss the kale with ¾ cup Lemon-Miso Dressing in a large salad bowl. With clean 
hands, gently massage the kale with the dressing to soften the leaves. Add the radicchio, Parmesan, 
walnuts, and farro to the kale and toss again. Taste and add remaining dressing, if needed.

Step 3
This salad can be made in advance—and tastes even better the next day. Cover and refrigerate leftovers
for up to 5 days.
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Allie and David Elkin of 103 Lakeview Court are the first winners of Spring



History Is Around Us

“Our Local Hero”
By Dan Dickinson

Many of us drive by 
Livingston’s “Chapel of the 
Cross” on occasion. One of 
the oldest Churches in this 
part of the state, it had its 
start as the chapel of the 
Johnstone family’s 
“Annandale Plantation”. Our
local version of “Downton 
Abbey”, “Annandale”, an 
impressive Italianate 
mansion, burned down in 
the 1920s.

The Churchyard is also 
the haunt of Helen 
Johnstone, Mississippi’s 
most celebrated ghost. 
Helen, the heir to the famed
plantation, was scheduled 
to marry handsome young 

Henry Vick at the Chapel on May 21, 1859. Tragically, word was received that Vick had been killed in a 
duel. Instead of a marriage taking place, there was a midnight internment on the very morning of the 
wedding, with a teary-eyed Helen watching in her wedding gown. Supposedly Helen can be seen in the 
graveyard on many nights, clad in her gown and searching for her beau. If you go to the chapel, you will 
find Vick’s grave. As to whether you’ll see Helen, I’ll let you find that out for yourself. 

Yet Vick isn’t the only important burial at the Chapel. Brigadier 
General Stephen Decatur Greaves’ (1817-1880) monument can be
viewed as well. Though barely remembered now, Greaves was an 
important figure, an American hero of a particular Southern cast. 
His story, and that of a famed unit called “The Mississippi Rifles,” 
played an outsized role in the history of its times. We can hear the 
echoes of Greaves and the Rifles today.
In the decades prior to the Civil War, both population and the 
plantation economy soared throughout the Old Southwest – 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas. Mississippi’s 
populations more than doubled (136,806 to 375,651) in the decade

of the 1830s and continued to soar after that. One of the new arrivals was Stephen Decatur Greaves, a 
young South Carolinian lawyer whose father had served in the War of 1812 and had named his son after 
the great naval hero. 

Greaves opened his practice in Raymond and thrived there. When war was declared against 
Mexico in 1846, he was among the first to volunteer. In fact, enthusiasm for the war in Mississippi was so 
great that thousands of would be soldiers were turned away – the U.S. had no supplies to equip them. 

Greaves’ unit was soon drawn up as the “Raymond Fencibles”. Greaves was elected Lieutenant. 
The Raymond unit was in turn folded in to the “1st Mississippi”. But who would command this unit?

12

Mississippi Rifles at Buena Vista by Ken Riley



As it turned out, a young Congressman and friend of President Polk, volunteered for the job. 
Jefferson Davis was a rich plantation owner who’d studied at West Point. He had also been the son in 
law of commanding U.S. General Zachary Taylor. Davis’s first wife was Taylor’s daughter. Davis seemed 
perfect for the job. And in many way, but far from all, he was. 

Davis fancied himself an expert on military technology. He’d learned of the invention of a new sort 
of weapon, a combat-suited rifle. Though rifles had been used successfully as far back as the 
Revolutionary War, prior models had been heavy and unwieldy – fine for trained sharpshooters, but not a 
weapon for men on the move. But cotton gin inventor Eli Whitney had come up with a new rifle that was 
light, could be loaded rapidly, and had the rifles’ advantages over the musket of greater accuracy and 
power. Davis asked the Army: “Could the Mississippians give it a try?”

“Heck no,” they’d told him. “We’ve never done it that way before!” So, Davis went to his friend the 
President, ticking off the brass in the process. Go ahead! Polk declared. Thus, the “Mississippi Rifles” 
were born, the first rifle combat unit in the U.S. Army, and one of the first anywhere.

Davis, Greaves and the Rifles were shipped to Texas. First, they had to deal with scurvy while 
trapped on ships, waiting for some fighting. Then malaria took hold. Greaves and the Rifles sailed up the 
Rio Grande and finally saw action at the Battle of Monterrey, a smashing U.S. victory that made Taylor a 
national figure. 
           The fighting at Monterrey centered around the taking of the Tannery – a heavily fortified Mexican 
emplacement in the heart of the city. The Mississippi Rifles led the assault in a heroic charge. However, 
as they faltered under the withering Mexican fire, units from other states came up in support. Soon the 
Tannery was taken. Davis and the Mississippians were lauded in papers across the country. The 
commanders of the other state units that had rushed in said, “Well, what about us?” Davis – a man later 
termed “as proud as Lucifer” – insisted that his legion merited all the credit. He made enemies.

Greaves, too, was affected by the Monterrey action. His commander was wounded and was sent 
back to Texas to recover. Greaves was now in charge of Company 3.

Taylor, Davis and Greaves drove deeper into Mexico, taking Saltillo and then moving further south.
The Mexicans, who though on the losing end had fought valiantly, decided it was time to push back. At 
Buena Vista a large and ferocious Mexican force slammed into Taylor’s army. Shocked and surprised, 
U.S. forces fell back, and a major defeat seemed in the offing. Davis and the “Mississippi Rifles” held 
firm, supported by a valiant artillery squadron led by Braxton Bragg and also courageous elements of 
Indiana’s state forces. Greaves, in the middle of the chaos, distinguished himself. Davis’s command “A 
little more grape, Captain Bragg!” only added more luster to both men. The tide turned and the battle was
won. 

Once again, Davis got to be in the limelight, and though generous in giving credit to fellow 
Southerner Bragg, no mention was made of the Indianans. 

Essentially, the war ended for Greaves and the “Mississippi Rifles” at Buena Vista. Polk, an 
underrated President but also, and like his friend Davis, a man prone to personal resentments and 
suspicions, decided that Taylor – a Whig rather than a Democrat – was becoming a bit too popular. Polk 
also determined that Mexico was best conquered by attacking through Veracruz. The war shifted south, 
and the Mississippians were sent home.

They received a hero’s welcome, with parades in New Orleans and in Clinton. Davis’ 
Congressional seat had been filled, but a Senate seat had just come open. He was appointed. Greaves 
was promoted to General, and then married a wealthy plantation belle in Livingston. He was soon the 
proprietor of Livingston’s “Sunny Place” and one of the largest slaveholders in the South. He was elected 
to the State Legislature. Much to James Polk’s annoyance, Zachary Taylor won election as Polk’s 
successor. 

Yet amidst all this victory and sunshine, there were shadows. The glorious Mexican War gave the 
U.S. a huge chunk of territory, but also greatly increased tensions between the states. Kentucky’s Henry 
Clay – whose son had perished in the war – tried to paper over the differences with “The Compromise of 
1850”. Davis opposed it and ran for Governor in 1852 on a pro-Southern Rights platform that promised 
succession if the South didn’t get its way. He was beaten by pro-Union Mississippian Henry Foote – a 
huge rally in Unionist Livingston helped to seal Davis’ defeat. Davis went on to become Secretary of War 
under Franklin Pierce. 
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As it turned out, no “compromise” proposals could turn aside the rush to war, particularly when the 
campaign for succession was led by men like Davis, who had only tasted victory. 

During his southern Presidency many of the traits Davis displayed in Mexico were made manifest. 
Just as Davis had been an innovator with the rifle, the technologically backwards South brought new 
weapons to the world of war under Davis’ direction – ironclads like the “Merrimac”, electric charged 
bombs, land mines, and the “Hunley” submarine. 

Davis, too, though well-aware of the success Washington had with a defensive strategy in the 
Revolution, pushed his generals to go on the offensive, with glorious results sometimes, and colossal 
failures – Gettysburg, Franklin, Nashville – on others occasions.

Davis was unwilling to share credit throughout the war, embittering many. He had a tendency 
towards favoritism that often provoked problems, most notably towards his old buddy Braxton Bragg, 
who, with Davis’s too long sustained backing, presided over one disaster after another. Even when it was
clear to all around him that the South faced defeat, Davis continued to think of the war as a sort of 
perpetual Buena Vista – if we can just hold on a little longer, the tide will turn. It didn’t, and the southern 
way of life that Davis loved lay in ruins at war’s end.

Greaves never returned to combat. He continued life as one of Livingston’s richest and most 
honored citizens. When Sherman took Livingston during the Vicksburg campaign, he not only didn’t burn 
it, he placed an “honor guard” around Sunny Place in recognition of Greaves’ heroic Mexican War 
service. Yet, as with all the big plantation owners, the war destroyed slavery, and shortly afterwards, 
destroyed the fortunes of the owners themselves. Sunny Place disappears from the records around the 
time of Greaves’ death in 1880. His family moved on to growing Flora, where all four of Greaves’ sons 
ended up serving terms in the State Legislature.

There’s no sign commemorating Stephen Greaves along
the “Madison Historic Corridor”, though there should be. Alas, no
one has reported the “ghost of Greaves” tramping behind the
Chapel!  Despite that, Greaves deserves to be remembered, if
only because the quest for honor, military glory, and reputation
that men like Greaves and Davis represent continue to both
serve and sometimes haunt our state. They are a part of who
and what we are.

Change in Fire Protection Class for Lake Lorman
by Bill Jones

After many years of working to get the Fire Station completed on Coker and Lake Cavalier
Roads, the Southwest Fire Protection District has now been granted a change from Class Nine to Class 
Eight.

This may or may not assist in your insurance company adjusting your rating.

We at Lake Lorman have much better protection in case of fire than the rest of the district since, through 
foresight, our water system, Lake Lorman Utility District, installed hydrants and now have a raised tank to
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provide sufficient water to use in case of a fire.  With that said, we still must be included in the Southwest 
Madison County Tire Protection District and it is rated as an entire district.  Should a fire occur our system
provides water rather than tanker trucks used through the district.

Attached are the letters associated with this change for your information and possible use in 
contacting your insurance provider.
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Save the Dates/  Scheduled   Events:  

 Lake Lorman Utility District Board Meeting: Monday, May 9 – 7:00 p.m.
 Lake Lorman Corporation Board Meeting: Monday, May 16 – 6:00 p.m.
 Lake Lorman Utility District Board Meeting: Monday, June 13 – 7:00 p.m.
 Lake Lorman Corporation Board Meeting: Monday, June 20 – 6:00 p.m.
 Lake Lorman Utility District Board Meeting: Monday, July 11 – 7:00 p.m.
 Lake Lorman Corporation Board Meeting: Monday, July 18 – 6:00 p.m.

Be sure to check the Calendar on the Lake Lorman website for scheduled activities, meetings and 
events.
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Twin Lakes Baptist Church: You Are Invited ~ Everyone Welcome

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m. Adults, Children and Youth services
The church website address is: https://www.twinlakesmadison.org 

(601-259-4567) - ALL ARE INVITED

Paddleboard Found

A white paddleboard with blue trim lodged up against our dock and seawall after a March storm.  If it is 
yours, please call Dan at 601-287-2730.

Help Wanted
No pay, but great opportunity to learn a new skill or two for work or school.  We are looking for 
someone to put our newsletter together after it has been written.   You will be trained how to use our 
template, which involves some cutting and pasting and photoshopping skills.   We put out the 
newsletter three times a year.  No writing is necessary.  Contact webman@lakelormanms.com or 
petemills@lakelormanms.com

Notice to Residents: Your help is needed in order to make the Newsletter comprehensive, interesting, 
informative and meaningful.  Contact any Communications Committee member with suggestions for stories of 
interest, “Letters to the Editor”, school awards, births, weddings, trips, etc.  We reserve the right to edit to fit 
available space.  We will make every attempt to contact those who provide articles, etc. prior to publication if 
changes are necessary.  Any submissions should be sent to gsanford@lakelormanms.com with proper info as to
how to contact contributor.

Communications Committee
Pete Mills   -   Kelley Dickinson  -  Allie Elkin  -  Kay French  -  Bill Jones  -  Glenn Sanford

Special Contributors
Sarah Lea Anglin  -  Dale Anglin  -  Don Seagrove

If you know of a neighbor who does not do “computer” please let us know and we will get a hard copy 
delivered… we want everyone involved in our Lake Lorman Community.

For additional lake information: http://www.lakelormanms.com and on
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/pages/Madison-MS/Lake-Lorman/309416818289  .  

Change Happens: Please let us know of changes to your email or home address at: info@lakelormanms.com 
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